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A NOTE FROM FORMER GOVERNOR GENERAL GARMANY 

 

 

What changes 2020 has brought to our beloved Society! On January 1st, as I was riding at the helm of the prize-

winning “Voyage of Hope” float in the Rose Parade, it was possible to envision dozens of activities, culminating 

in the 43rd Congress, scheduled to be held in Plymouth, Provincetown, and Boston to commemorate the 400th 

Anniversary of the Mayflower Voyage. Looking back to that time, it’s so very clear that we all took “normal 

activity” for granted. 

Our ability to navigate the shoals of an international pandemic bears testament to the quality of leadership 

that our Society enjoys. We knew at the beginning of the year that our organization had been underfunded 

for years, and we were prepared to deal with the issues that we knew about. Of course, like our Pilgrim 

ancestors, we had to adjust our activity to accommodate many hazards that we couldn’t possibly have 

expected. This financial report can only tell part of the story. When the pandemic closed our offices, our staff, 

with the leadership of Executive Director, Susan Belekewicz, and Director of Genealogical Services, Marti 

Bobertz, found ways to leverage software and our digitized records to accomplish their jobs remotely. Because 

of their flexibility, we have increased our verification rate to record highs, far beyond what anyone would have 

expected. These new capabilities increased our membership and should continue to do so for years to come. 

Treasurer General Liz Gaudreau and Susan Belekewicz faced the pandemic by getting a loan (which we expect 

will be forgiven) from the US Payroll Protection Program, allowing us to keep our year-round staff employed. 

When Congress was cancelled, we modified the contracts that we had made and fully refunded deposits that 

our members had sent to us. These are just the most obvious of the dramatic changes that were necessary. 

Fortunately, our officers and General Board recognized the financial jam that the Society is facing and agreed 

to increase both the application fees and the annual assessment fees (dues) during our Special Online 

Congress. These changes are significant, but GSMD won’t see the financial infusion that they will bring until 

next April, 2021, which is three quarters into our next fiscal year. We will be able to begin the changes that 

were promised to those attending Congress, but progress will be slower than we would like it to be. Turning 

any ship in a storm is a slow process, but your leadership is committed to making the changes that will help 

to Society to grow and to improve services for individual members and our Member Societies. 

 

George P. Garmany, Jr. MD 

Governor General, GSMD 2017-2020 

 



 

 

 

 

A NOTE FROM YOUR TREASURER GENERAL 

 

 

Greetings to the General Board of Assistants, 

 

This Officer is pleased to report that we have again received an unqualified opinion from our 

auditors, G.T. Reilly & Company, of Milton, MA.   

 

In the interest of full disclosure and transparency, attached please find a complete copy of the 

Audited Consolidated Financials for the reporting period of July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020, including 

the footnotes to the statements.   

 

This fiscal year has proven to be even more of a challenge than the past two years:  we were faced 

with the complexity of managing our underfunded operations along with the impacts of COVID-19.  

And we were still confronted with the same struggles related to our cash flow and our current 

operations as was mentioned in last year’s Annual Report.  Due to the inability to make any changes 

to our bylaws but once every three years, we were again forced to make business decisions that were 

not compatible with the Society’s goals.   

 

The Zoom forums presented over the Spring and Summer were structured to provide more detailed 

information than has ever been provided before, and to allow Member Societies to provide input in 

a way never done before.   What we achieved through improved communications is unprecedented 

in the Society’s history:  we intend to continue these forums, to continue transparency, to continue 

to listen to the voice of those engaged and participating.   

 

As a result of our work together, the Special Congress has approved the proposed Amendments.  

Now, we all have an opportunity to move the Society into its bright future.  I appreciate the trust you 

have placed in this Treasurer General and this Executive Committee to work side by side with the 

GBOA to move our organization forward.  We are in an exciting moment in the Society’s history.   

 

Thank you for allowing me to serve as your Treasurer General during this pivotal time.  

 

Elizabeth “Liz” Gaudreau, CPA 

Treasurer General 
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´ µµ¶··̧¹º¶
» ¼½ »¾»̧¿ µÀ¿ ¸¿Á µÂ½ »¶»·½ ¶Ã À¿ ¶¿ µ¹µ»¿ ÀÄ ÅÆÅÇÈ ÉÊË ÌÇÈ Í ÉÌË ÅÎ Ï

Ð ÉÎ ÇÈ
Ð ÉÎ ÇÈ
ÑÒÓÔ

Ä ÅÆÅÇÈ ÉÊÏÕ ÅÖÅÇ×ÌØ ÇÆÙ Ú ÉÛÖÅÜ ÅÝÞ Å×ß ×ÉÊ×ÇÝÜ ÇÆÇÊÅÝÅÆÎÍ ÛààÉ×ÎË ÆÊá â ÉÝàÇ×ÇÎË ãÅ

ä ÇÈËÙ ÇÎË ÉÆß ÛÞÈË ÌÇÎË ÉÆÖå àÅ×ÇÎË ÉÆÖÍ Å×ãË ÌÅÖÍ Å×ãË ÌÅÖÇÆÙ Ä ÅÆÅ×ÇÈ æ ÛÆÙ ×ÇË ÖË ÆÊÍ Å×ãË ÌÅÖÑÒÑÒÐ ÉÎ ÇÈ Öç

è ÇÊÅÖ
éêÑ ëÒÓéì éé ëíîÔì ÑÓ ëïÓÔì ðí ëêêïì îÒÑ ëêéÔì ÑÒï ëÔéÓì ÑÓ ëéÓíì ÑÑð ëêïêì ÔíÒ ëÔÑíì ðÔÔ ëêéðì

ß ÇÏ×ÉÈÈ Î ÇñÅÖÇÆÙò ×Ë ÆÊÅÞ ÅÆÅòË Î ÖéÔ ëíÑéÔ ëÒÒïÑ ëííïÓÓ ëîîÒðÑ ëêíîÑï ëîêÔÓ ëÔððÑð ëîíîÓÓÓ ëÓîêÓÒî ëéïÔ

â ÉÆÎ ×ÇÌÎ ÖÅ×ãË ÌÅÖ
Ó ëÔïÒÓÓê ëðîê óó
ÓÓï ëðíê óêÒ ëéÒÓêÒ ëéÒÓÓéî ëííéÓéÓ ëÒÔÔ

Ü ÇÏòÈ ÉôÅ×õ ÛÇ×Î Å×È Ïà×Ë ÆÎË ÆÊ
óó
óÓÑî ëðîÑÓÑî ëðîÑ óó
óÓÑî ëðîÑÓÒï ëÑðê

Í ÛààÈË ÅÖÇÆÙ ÖÅ×ãË ÌÅÖ
ÑÑ ëÒîÒÓð ëéÔíÑï ëíîÒÓÑ ëÑïÓîÔ ëÑÔêÔ ëíðêé ëððîÓé ëÑîÓÔê ëéïéðê ëÑÑÒ

ö ÛÅÖ÷ ÖÛÞ ÖÌ×Ë àÎË ÉÆÖ
Ñ ëÒÔÑ óó

óÑ ëÒÔÑÓÔð
óÓÔðÑ ëÑÔÒí ëÓÓð

ø ÉÇ×Ù ÝÅÅÎË ÆÊÖ
óó
óó
óÑí ëÔêÑ óÑí ëÔêÑÑí ëÔêÑíî ëéíé

ù ÆÎ Å×ÅÖÎ
óó
óó
óÑ ëéÔê óÑ ëéÔêÑ ëéÔê ó

ù ÆÖÛ×ÇÆÌÅ
ê ëîïéÓ ëïððÑÒ ëÔðî óÑî ëêêÒï ëÑïÑ óï ëÑïÑíí ëîÒÑÑð ëííé

ú ÅÊÇÈò ÅÅÖ
óó
óó
óÓÓ ëéÔî óÓÓ ëéÔîÓÓ ëéÔîÑé ëÑîí

û ÌÌÉÛÆÎË ÆÊ
óó
óó
óÓÑ ëÓÒí óÓÑ ëÓÒíÓÑ ëÓÒíÓê ëîîÒ

ö Åà×ÅÌË ÇÎË ÉÆ
í ëðÔí óÓï ëïÔÒ óÑÒ ëéðí óó

óÑÒ ëéðíÑî ëêíÔ

üÎËÈË ÎË ÅÖ
é ëêêÑí ëÑïðÓê ëéÓÒ óÑí ëÑÑÒí ëÑïð óí ëÑïðÑï ëêððÑï ëðéÑ

Ð ×ÇãÅÈ
Ñ ëííÔ óó
ÓÑ ëÔîïÓé ëíÓéÓ ëÔÓÓá Ñðéç Ó ëïÑïÓï ëÔêÓÑé ëíêî

è ÅÞ ÖË Î ÅÝÇÆÇÊÅÝÅÆÎ ÇÆÙ Î ÅÌØ ÆÉÈ ÉÊÏ óó
óéÑ ëÔéÑéÑ ëÔéÑ óó
óéÑ ëÔéÑÑê ëðÓÓ

ß ÉÖÎ ÇÊÅÇÆÙ ÖØË ààË ÆÊ
ÑÓîíÔ ëÑÔÒ óó
íÔ ëéÒîíðî
ê ëêÒðê ëîÔéêê ëíÒÑíê ëíîï

ÜË ÖÌÅÈÈ ÇÆÅÉÛÖ
óÓé ëééé óó

Óé ëéééÔ ëîÓÑ óÔ ëîÓÑÑé ëÑïîÑê ëÔéÑ

Õ ÅàÇË ×ÖÇÆÙ ÝÇË ÆÎ ÅÆÇÆÌÅ
Ñ ëÑÑð óÓéé ëíêÓ óÓéî ëéïÔÓ ëéÓï óÓ ëéÓïÓéÔ ëÒðéîé ëïÑÓ

Ð ÅÈ ÅàØ ÉÆÅ
î ëÓÑí óÑ ëïÔê óÔ ëðÓî óó

óÔ ëðÓîÔ ëÑïé

åòòË ÌÅ×ÖÎË àÅÆÙ
óó
óÓ ëðÒÒÓ ëðÒÒí ëïÒÒ óí ëïÒÒé ëêÒÒé ëêÒÒ

Í ÌØ ÉÈ Ç×ÖØË àÇôÇ×Ù
óó
óÓé ëÒÒÒÓé ëÒÒÒ óó
óÓé ëÒÒÒÓé ëÒÒÒ

æ Û×ÆË Î Û×ÅÇÆÙ ÅýÛË àÝÅÆÎ
óó

êÑé óêÑé óó
óêÑé ó

úËÞ ×Ç×ÏÇÌýÛË ÖË ÎË ÉÆÖ
Ó ëÒÔÑ óó

óÓ ëÒÔÑ óó
óÓ ëÒÔÑíêï

ú ÉÖÖÉÆöË ÖàÉÖÇÈ Éò æË ñÅÙ û ÖÖÅÎ Ö óó
óó
óÓî ëðÑÑ óÓî ëðÑÑÓî ëðÑÑ ó

ûÙ ãÅ×ÎË ÖË ÆÊ
óó
óïíéïíé
óó
óïíéê ëÒêÑ

ÓïÑÒÍ ÉÌË ÅÎ ÏÌÉÖÎ Ö
óó
óó
óó

Ô ëððÔÔ ëððÔÔ ëððÔé ëíÓî

Ü ÇÏòÈ ÉôÅ×ÑÒÑÒâ ÉÝÝÅÝÉ×ÇÎË ÉÆ
óó
óïÑ ëÓîÑïÑ ëÓîÑ ó
óïÑ ëÓîÑîê ëÑïê

öþûß ×Éÿ ÅÌÎ ÌÉÖÎ Ö
óó
óÔêéÔêé
óó
óÔêé ó

è ÉÝÅÆÉò ÎØ ÅÜ ÇÏòÈ ÉôÅ×
óó
óí ëïÔîí ëïÔî óó
óí ëïÔî ó

Ú ÉÛÖÅø ÅÇÛÎËòË ÌÇÎË ÉÆß ×Éÿ ÅÌÎ
óó

ðéÒ óðéÒ óó
óðéÒ ó

Ü ÅÝÞ Å×ÅãÅÆÎ Ö
óó
óíïíï
óó
óíïí ëÒîí

ø ÉÉ� à×Ë ÆÎË ÆÊ÷ ÝÅ×ÌØ ÇÆÙË ÖÅÌÉÖÎ Ö óÓéÔ ëðéé óó
ÓéÔ ëðéé óó

óÓéÔ ëðééÓéÒ ëÑíð

Ð ÉÎ ÇÈ å àÅ×ÇÎË ÆÊ� ñàÅÆÖÅÖ
ïéê ëéïÓêÓî ëéÒðÑïÓ ëðÑÑíðé ëéïÑÓ ëîÓÔ ëêéíííî ëÔÔïðí ëÔÒÓêÑÓ ëðÔîÑ ëÓêÓ ëíéÒÓ ëÔïê ëÒÒê

ú ÅÖÖÅñàÅÆÖÅÖË ÆÌÈ ÛÙ ÅÙ ôË ÎØ
ÖÛààÉ×Î ÇÆÙ ×ÅãÅÆÛÅÉÆÎØ Å ÍÎ ÇÎ ÅÝÅÆÎ Éò û ÌÎË ãË ÎË ÅÖ óá ÓéÔ ëðééç óó

á ÓéÔ ëðééç
á ÓéÔ ëðééçá ÓéÒ ëÑíðç

Ð ÉÎ ÇÈ ÅñàÅÆÖÅÖË ÆÌÈ ÛÙ ÅÙ
Ë ÆÎØ ÅÅñàÅÆÖÅÖÉÆÎØ Å ÍÎ ÇÎ ÅÝÅÆÎ Éò û ÌÎË ãË ÎË ÅÖïéê ëéïÓì Ñéî ëïéíì ÑïÓ ëðÑÑì íðé ëéïÑì Ó ëééÔ ëéÔðì ííî ëÔÔïì ðí ëÔÒÓì êÑÓ ëðÔîì Ó ëÔðÓ ëêÔéì Ó ëðÓí ëîïïìÐ ÉÎ ÇÈ � ñàÅÆÖÅÖ

Í ÛààÉ×ÎË ÆÊÍ Å×ãË ÌÅÖ

ß ×ÉÊ×ÇÝÍ Å×ãË ÌÅÖ
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